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and myself in a two-wheeled cart, which shook me so
badly that I had to be careful not to bite my tongue.
When we arrived in Tessingol that evening my body
was one unspeakable ache.

Early the next morning Kanyin awakened me from
a dreamless sleep with the offer of a case of tea bricks
if I agreed to repair the telegraph line. The line was of
extreme importance as the only link with Russia,, and
some time later I learned that Kanyin had charged the
Russian authorities two cases of tea bricks for my
work. However, at that moment one case of tea
bricks was to me also something in the nature of a
fortune, and I accepted Kanyin's offer before I knew
what I had to do. He placed at my disposal a cart
with two horses, a guide, two coils of wire., some
insulators, a Winchester rifle with ammunition, and
half a sackful of dried bread.

We drove along the telegraph line looking for the
breach, and finally found it at a point where a pole
had been struck by lightning. An hour later the
defect was repaired and we could return to TessingoL

Mongolia has but few telegraph lines; the one I
repaked had been constructed by the Russians many
years earlier. The first telegraph line, however, was
constructed by the Chinese between Urga and Pekin.
The Danish Telegraph Company's line tuns parallel
with the former for part of the Copenhagen-Paris-
Pekin-Shanghai service. A third telegraph line was
later constructed by the Mongolian Government
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